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PATIENCE — Accepting a difficult situation without giving a deadline to remove it.

STUDENT-ADVISOR-PARENT-CONFERENCES:

Conferences will be held on Wednesday, October 28
and Thursday, October 29. Conferences run from 3:30-
7:50 p.m. on Wednesday. On Thursday conferences are
from 7:30-11:30 a.m. and 12:30-7:50 p.m. There is a
scheduled lunch break for teachers on Thursday from
11:30-12:30.  Students should be bringing home
conference notes with their scheduled times during the
week of October 5-9. Please ask your student for their
note. Due to conferences, there will be no school on
Thursday, October 29 and Friday, October 30.

Your child, with his/her advisor present, will conduct
these conferences. Each conference will last
approximately twenty minutes. If you have a conflict
with your assigned conference time, please contact
your child’s advisor base teacher to arrange another
time. These conferences are extremely important to
the faculty and students of Robinson. We strongly
encourage you to attend.

FAMILY FUN FITNESS NIGHT: The District Wellness
Committee is sponsoring this event on Tuesday,
October 20 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The families from
Randolph and Meadows are also included in this event
which takes place in the Robinson gym and commons.
Join us for a fun night filled with physical activities,
blood pressure checks, body fat checks,

nutritional/health demonstrations, etc. for the whole
family.

PAPA JOHN'’S PIZZA NIGHTS: We hope your family likes
to eat pizza. Once a month — on RMS Pizza Night — if
Robinson families eat pizza from Papa John’s (1700
Washburn only) we can earn 15% from each pizza sold.
October 22 will be your next opportunity. Students will
bring home a coupon you must present with your order
so that Robinson will get their 15% credit. All money
raised goes into the student activity fund. Thanks for
supporting RMS and our kids.

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS: There are a lot of
students here at Robinson who are not current on
immunizations, or for whom the nurse does not have a
copy of the most recent shot record. If your child’s
birthday falls between 9/1/97 and 8/31/98 an extra
‘Tdap’ immunization is required. This change is to
improve pertussis (whooping cough) immunity due to
increased pertussis outbreaks. Varicella (chicken pox)
vaccine is not required if your child has had chicken pox
and the disease is documented by a physician’s
signature.  Without the physician’s signature, the
vaccine is required — even if you believe your child had
the chicken pox. These changes in state requirements
are designed to keep our students healthy. Students
not in compliance will be excluded from attending




school. If you have questions, you may contact the
nurse, Mrs. Bowen, here at school (295-3779).

STUDENT PHONE REMINDER: We would like to remind
parents that the phone available for student use does
not make long distance phone calls. If your cell phone is
a long distance number for the Topeka area, you and
your student will need to make after school plans
before school or have a local number your student can
use to get a hold of you.

PICTURE RETAKES: October 22 is the date when Life
Touch will return for picture retakes. Any student who
was absent, did not purchase pictures, or would like
more pictures may have them taken then. The
photographers arrive first thing in the morning and
usually finish by 10:30. This will help you plan ahead.
We still have a few information packets (with prices) in
the office. Please have your student drop by and pick
one up.

RMS SITE _COUNCIL: The first meeting is set for
Monday, Oct. 5 at 5:30 p.m. in the Media Center. Our
Site council meets three times during the school year. If
you are interested in attending, please drop in. Items to
be discussed are: the school improvement plan,
updates on our AVID Program and Honors classes, and
our Advisor Base program.

END OF THE FIRST QUARTER ALREADY? |It's hard to
believe, but the end of the first nine weeks will be
Friday, Oct. 9. First quarter grade cards will be
distributed during Student-Advisor-Parent Conferences
on Oct. 28-29.

MY PARENT PORTAL: If you would like to have access
to your student’s attendance and grades, you can get a
password to go online to our district’s data system to
retrieve this information. You must fill out the
registration form in the main office, and allow us to
verify your ID. Then the district will e-mail you your
instructions to log on.

UPCOMING SPORTS EVENTS: Football Playnight for
eighth graders will be either Oct. 13 (teams 5 and 6) or
Oct. 14 (teams 3 and 4) or Oct. 15 (Championship). It all
depends on Robinson’s ranking with the other middle
schools. As soon as our season finishes your player will
have the details about his game.

Girls Basketball practice will begin on Monday October
5 after school. Coaches are: Kim Stroud, Head Coach 8
and Susan Wilson, Head Coach 7. Assistant Coaches:
Matt Keil and Katelin Meyers.

FIRST SCHOOL DANCE: The first school dance of the
year will be held on Thursday, Oct. 22 from 3:00-5:00
p.m. Cost of admission is $1.00 or a can of food.
Concessions will also be available to purchase. Students
participating are not allowed to leave early unless a
parent/guardian picks them up. We appreciate all rides
arriving promptly at 5:00. Dress is casual.

CONGRATS TO GIRLS TENNIS: Congratulations to the
Robinson Ladies Tennis team for 2009-2010. We had a
very successful season with a total of 19 young women
out for the team. Great weather and great kids
produced some great results at the City Tennis meet.
The girls had a good time this year and learned many
things. Thank you for the opportunity to coach them —
Susan Wilson.

Results: 8" grade — Molly Cherveny/Jaidah Jenkins [3™

place], Ashley Bugg/Desire Houston [3™ place], Mikala
Smith/Abigail Sejas [2" place], Cara Brubb/Auboni
Johnson [4th place], Amanda Weikel/Destynee Thomas
[5% place], Kimberly Buzbee [2 place], Jordan Cain
[City Champ], Claire Joens [City Champ], Ashton
Lambert [8" place]. 7" grade — Laruen Doblin/Jordan
Proctor [2™ place], Whitney Holloman [3" place], Katie
Hurocy [City Champ], Adele Coultis [2™ place].

PTO NEWS: The Robinson Middle School PTO is off
and running for 2009-10. We've had our first meeting,
completed our first fundraiser, and are making plans for
a great school year. The kids did great with the
fundraiser — we won't know for sure how much profit
we made for a few more weeks, but they sold over
S6000 worth of merchandise! To all those who
participated — kids and parents alike — thanks for all your
hard work.

You may wonder what happens to the money raised by
the students. The PTO allocates money for various
projects and activities that will enhance your students'
educational experience here at Robinson. This may
include equipment that teachers need but cannot
otherwise afford to purchase, or support of
extracurricular activities. For example, at our last
meeting we allocated money for Red Ribbon Week
activities and prizes for the kids, to promote a drug-free
lifestyle. We also provide money for the 8" grade
dance, Ravens Fly High, the musical production and 8"
grade promotion just to name a few. Rest assured, the
funds get put to good use!

| would like to invite all of you to get involved with PTO.
Meetings are on the 1* or 2" Monday every month at
6:30 pm in the Media Center. (They are noted on the



school calendar.) Our next one will be October 5" We
try to keep them short and to the point. We discuss
funding various projects, get a report from the principal
and from our DCAC representative, find out about
upcoming events and activities, and sometimes even get
entertained. (It's been rumored there may be cookies
at the next one.) Kids whose parents are involved in
their school get better grades and are more likely to
stay in school. Please join us!

For those who can't make the meetings, there are many
other ways to get involved. If you didn't fill out a
volunteer sign-up sheet at enrollment, it's not too late.
To get involved, or if you have questions, please call me
at 233-3037, or email me at laurel_vogt@cox.net. It's
going to be a great year to be a Raven parent! - Laurel
Vogt, PTO President

W.O.W. READERS: A Big thank you goes to our student
readers for the month of August and September:
Angelica Gatewood, Elaina Bargas, Amanda Weikel,
Yvette Hobson, Stephen Jenkins and Nathan
Cunningham. They brightened our Monday mornings
with their cheerful voices.

GUN SAFETY PROGRAM: Officer Ron Holler and Mrs.
McAdams will be conducting an educational program to
promote gun safety in September and October.
“Playing It Safe Around Guns” is a firearms safety
guidance activity produced by the National Shooting
Sports Foundation. The sessions will be during Advisor
Base time on Thursdays in September and October. The
exact dates are: Sept. 17, 24, and Oct. 15 and 22" The
objectives of this group will be: 1) to provide
information to students that will help make educated
and safe decisions when coming in contact with
firearms and 2) to provide students with information
they can share with parents regarding how to store
firearms in a manner that reduces the chance of
accidents. A video will be used for discussion topics.

SAFE STREETS TEEN ACADEMY: Four Robinson
Students are representing us at the Fall Academy. They

are Stephen Jenkins, Ashley Bugg, Andre Soza, and Leza
Collins. They will be learning about goal setting,
participating in their community and neighborhood,
juvenile court procedures, city and county law
enforcement, and other citizenship related topics. They
are giving up their Saturday mornings in October to
represent our school and we appreciate their
commitment.

TUTORING: Once again this year we will be offering
before school and after school tutors from Washburn
University SCALES Volunteer Program on a first come,
first serve basis. These students are background
checked and willing to serve your student with help and
support for their academic subjects. If you or your
student are/is interested in setting up a tutor schedule
please call Mrs. McAdams, 295-3789.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: St. Francis Health Center is
offering youth an opportunity to volunteer in a

healthcare environment, give to the community, gain
experience, and have fun doing it. This year they are
excited about some team and family volunteer
opportunities that have been very popular; two
students volunteering together or a parent or
grandparent volunteering alongside the student. All
applicants must be 13 years of age or older to
volunteer. Anyone interested in receiving information
may contact Andrea Marling at 295-8127 or
andrea.marling@sftks.net. Leave your name, address,

zip code, phone, and age. An information packet and
application will be mailed to you.

RED RIBBON WEEK: The theme for this year’s campaign
is “Building A Drug Free Future.” Monday Oct. 26"
there will be a kick-off to this anti-drug and illegal

alcohol awareness week with an assembly for 6"
graders during Adviser Base Time. This assembly will
focus on illegal tobacco use and the health risks
associated with tobacco products. At lunch we will
have a “Build A Drug Free House” contest at lunch for
prizes. Tuesday Oct. 27" will be Wear Red Day. The
boy and girl in each grade with the most red (and

creative) will be crowned King/Queen of Red (8" grade)
or Prince/Princess (7™ grade). At lunch we will have
drug prevention bingo for prizes. On Wednesday Oct.

28" we will “Say Nope to Dope” by shooting a ball to a
“Say Nope” Basket for prizes. We will have the fatal
vision goggles available through science classes as well
as observation and simulation activities observing rats
and people before and after alcohol ingestion. We will
also display some very graphic posters to deter students
from riding with drunk or high drivers. WE WISH TO
THANK PTO FOR SPONSORING THIS ACTIVITY WITH
FUNDING FOR PRIZES AND RIBBONS!
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT NOTES: On Sept. 19 the RMS
orchestra gave two performances at the Renaissance

Festival in Kansas City. Performing required wearing
authentic costumes and playing appropriate music. We
were the only middle school orchestra involved at the
event. Many Robinson families attended to cheer us
on, and most stayed the entire day and had a terrific
time. Check for photos on the Robinson website.

On Friday, Oct. 9, all RMS band students will be
performing the pregame show with the THS Marching
Band. We do this every year and it’s a wonderful way to
help introduce Robinson band students to high school
band. Band members and their families will get a free
pass into the game at Hummer Sports Park — THS v.
Shawnee Heights. We’ve spent some time preparing
the high school music — come and cheer on the band
and football team.

We've recently completed auditions for the school
musical, Guys & Dolls, Jr., which includes cast, crew and
dancers. We have approximately 50 in the cast, 16
dancers, and an additional 54 students in the crew.
Dancers have already begun to practice, and after a
week on learning the music, the entire cast begins work
in the commons on October 1. Crew will join very soon.

We begin work on building the set on October 3, from
8:00-4:00, and will continue the process every Saturday
in October. Any student in the cast or crew is welcome
to assist and any parents who are handy with power
tools or who would just like to lend a hand are
welcome, too. Stay for as long as you are able, any and
all help is appreciated.
November 12, 13, and 14.

Performance dates are

BRING IN YOUR BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION: |It's been
several years since we have tried to collect enough to

make a difference, but when times are tough, this is a
great way to help the school earn a little money. Just
cut out those little pink rectangles on your Cheerios,
Betty Crocker products, Pilsbury, Ziploc, Hefty and Juicy
Juice, to name a few, and bring them into the office.
Robinson will receive a dime for every one. It really
adds up when we all work together. A full list is
included with this newsletter. Thanks for your help!

2009-2010 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS: Below is
a list of this year’s Board members and their e-mail

address. Additional information about the Board and its
meetings in available on the Topeka Public Schools
website: www.topekapublicschools.net.

Peg McCarthy (pmccarth@topeka.k12.ks.us)
Patrick Woods (pwoods@topeka.k12.ks.us)
Hal Gardner (hgardner@topeka.k12.ks.us)
Doug Glenn (dglenn@topeka,k12.ks.us)

Janel Johnson (jjohnson3@topeka.k12.ks.us)
Nancy Kirk (nkirk@topeka.k12.ks.us)
Ned A. Nusbaum (nnusbaul@topeka.k12.ks.us)

CLIP THE COUPON: Below is a reward coupon for our
students who take this newsletter home and give it to

their parents. Clip it out and have a parent sign it, bring
it back to school (to the office), and you will get a little
treat.

We will be sending our newsletters home via students
this year in an effort to save on postage costs. You can
be looking for it at the beginning of the month. The
newsletter will also be available on the Robinson
website: www.robinson.topekapublicschools.net
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